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privy to his being often invited to Court, and that he might have had his own terms long before, but held off; but, though he had now embarked so deep in another interest, it became him to be aware, for the Earl of Danby would certainly get before him and play the same part with him in this Court that Lord Sunclerland had acted in the other; that all that was doing was upon sandy foundations. Scotland would now choose a king of their own ; Ireland was probably lost, the Lord Deputy Tyrconnel having an army of 40,000 men, and England was much divided ; and she said a great deal more to the same effect. His lordship said there were no great hopes of a lasting peace from this settlement. However, it was the best that could be made at this time of the day; that he knew what interest she had witli the King, and in case anything happened, desired she would be his friend, as he would be hcra in another place. The truth is, she dealt more bold than any other could venture to do with so great a man; but his lordship knew her, and was prepared for it before, for he told me it was not amiss to hear what everybody had to say.
There were truly great discontents at this day, and the causoH of them wore these :—The prince declared that he had no design for the crown, and yet sought it all he could. He came to settle the Protestant religion, and yet brought over 4,000 papists in his army, which were near as many ae the King had English of that religion in his. It was published that the birth of the Prince of Wales was false or supposititious ; that there was a private treaty with France to invade and enslave England; that the murders of the late King and of the Earl of Essex would all be made out; and yet nothing appeared, only some little matter an to that of the Earl of Essex. The prince kept his Dutch forces in London, and sent the English army to remote quarters, declaring that he woidd keep his own men here, and send the English into Hoi-